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employee of the month 

Johnson named Employee of  the Month 
Andrew Johnson, 

high school instru-

mental music instruc-

tor, was the Decem-

ber employee of the 

month. 

“He spends many 

hours outside of the 

school day working to help students 

develop their talents,” according to 

his nominator,  “the marching season 

requires him to spend much time 

helping students perfect not only their 

skill with the instrument but also their 

movements on the field.” I feel the 

Band continues to improve and per-

fect their performances, according to 

the nominator. 

Andrew is a positive asset because 

of his encouragement and develop-

ment of great relationships with stu-

dents. Not only does Johnson work 

tirelessly with students, but he also 

assists  Kelly Meyer and Nick 

Thompson with their music programs. 

“Andrew spends many hours working 

with Mr. Meyer to prepare for the 

Musical,” said his nominator. 

In addition, Johnson is hired as the 

House Manager and is responsible for 

the management of the Hevelone 

Center.  He is willing to help with 

technology issues and will make sure 

everything is set up exactly as it needs 

to be. Johnson is creative and innova-

tive and is willing to try new 

things.  “Mr. Johnson will recom-

mend ways to utilize the Hevelone 

space, equipment and technology nec-

essary to operate this event center,” 

continued the nomination. 

Johnson teaches a class called Music 

Media that helps students learn how 

to utilize technology to create the mu-

sic and visuals for the newly acquired 

BHS Video Board.   

Andrew is willing to serve on many 

committees including the College Ac-

cess Grant committee, which helps 

students increase the college going 

rate.  Last year, Andrew served as the 

Co-President of the Beatrice Educa-

tion Association.  “Andrew loves 

working with our scholars and staff.  

He is a positive asset to our team,” 

said his nominator. 

http://www.beatricepublicschools.org/vcalendar/


Students enjoy learning at BLAST 
Planet Earth has five great oceans and 113 seas. They repre-

sent 72 percent of the surface of the globe, and together they've 
been an endless source of inspiration for humankind including 
BLAST students this month. Students are learning about the 
ocean through a variety of activities. 

“January fun in BLAST is all about oceans,” said Deb Her-
mance, site supervisor at Lincoln Elementary, “we learned about 
scales and fins while creating a fish from modeling clay for one 
activity.” “Imagine the fun we had tracing a child’s shoe and 
designing a “shoe fish” with all sorts of art supplies, including 
glitter!” said Hermance. “It was such a sight to watch a squid 
( water balloon with food dye) “ink” a shark and escape its pred-
ator inside a tub of glitter water,” added Hermance. 

“One of the advantages of the afterschool curriculum is we 
can pick a topic just because it is fun,” said Doris Martin, project 
director. We help students with their homework as a part of 
BLAST but we also provide activities to enhance what is being 
learned in the classroom but we do not have to worry if we are 
meeting standards. “We know we are doing something right 
when the students do not want to leave because they have having 
such a good time learning,” said Martin. 

Students enjoy learning by doing at BLAST. “The activities 
the Stoddard Blast kids enjoy the most are activities that are 
hands on,” said Diane Summers, site supervisor,  “that they can 
make, manipulate, and experiment with.” The Lego robots, Vex 
robots and Makerspace are projects students love because they 
can build from their imagination without anyone telling them it 
has to be built a certain way. Batteries and wiring basics are 
taught so they have the basic skill of getting their project to 
move, according to Summers. Once the robot moves, then 
they can add details such as the body design and then LED 
lights. “To see their eyes light up when the robot moves is pretty 
amazing,” said Summers. 

BLAST@Paddock Lane Elementary is also full of hands on 
activities to develop a passion for learning. “I feel the students at 
Paddock Lane developed a real passion for planting and growing 
vegetables and flowers in the garden,” said Stacy Plessel, site 
supervisor. “Neither I, or many of the students had done any-
thing like this before, and once we got the hang of it, and started 
seeing our plants grow, we wanted to spend all our time out 

there picking vegetables and pulling weeds,” said Plessel.  “We 
learned which plants attract bees, and why this is important.  We 
learned the different parts of the plants, and how sometimes we 
eat the root of the plant (radishes) and sometimes we eat the 
leaves (lettuce),” said Plessel. 

An idea which brought out the creativity in students was at 
Halloween. “In the weeks leading up to Halloween, our third 
through fifth graders were given the task of planning their very 
own haunted house.  They were given a budget of $1,000, and a 
list of supplies from which they could purchase items.   They 
were to come up with a name for their haunted house, a flier to 
advertise, a commercial or jingle, and a Facebook page,” said 
Plessel.  “They created their own concept, design and layout of 
the haunted house.  We then did some math problems where we 
figured out how much it would cost for large groups of people to 
get in, etc.” said Plessel.  “The kids really liked this project as 
they could really go wild with the topic.  They were figuring out 
how much fake blood cost, and how much they would have to 
pay for fog machines and things like that.  They were very crea-
tive!” said Plessel. 

BLAST has a new topic each month to encourage students to  
enhance what is being taught during the school day and to learn 
more about their world. 

 

Ron Clark’s Founding Principles 

 

 

o any other 

One ocean unit was on the Titanic. “This 

project was fun,” said Stacy Plessel. “We 

split up into two teams, The Thinkers and 

the Lamborghinis. The goal was to use 

various materials to keep an ice cube 

from melting for 30 minutes. They 

used  things like bubble wrap, plastic 

wrap, and masking tape.  Both teams 

were successful and then we talked about 

the Titanic and icebergs.  

Teach in ways that promote 

creativity, innovation,   

wonder, joy, and                   

a passion for learning. 

Ron Clark Academy Founding Principle 



(clockwise) BLAST@Stoddard students work on 

their Robotics project. A BLAST@Lincoln student  

works on his shoe fish. BLAST@Lincoln students 

try seaweed as part of the Ocean Unit. Erin Chad-

wich and her daughter taste seaweed. Parents are 

encouraged to join the activities at BLAST. 

BLAST@Paddock students discovered how many 

rubber bands can be placed on a pumpkin before it 

explodes. BLAST@Stoddard students work on the 

Robotics project. 

 

Ron Clark’s Founding Principles 

BLAST activities seek the wonder, joy of  learning 



stake your claim 
They first staked their claim with Beatrice Public Schools and are now making a difference every day 

Essex named Omaha World-Herald Executive Editor 

‘I took ninth-grade journalism the first year it was 

offered, which led to my covering junior high football 

and basketball for the Daily Sun. That gave me the 

journalism bug, and I became BHS Pioneer editor in 

my senior year. BHS journalism teacher Dianne 

Kuppig encouraged me to attend UNL, where I became a jour-

nalism/political science major. As I’ve gone through my career, 

I’ve always felt that Beatrice schools gave me a strong ground-

ing in basic skills and in civics. I’ve worked with graduates of 

colleges with the best national reputations and always felt like I 

was at least as well-prepared as anyone.‘ 

Randy Essex 

Randy Essex took over as executive editor of the Oma-

ha World-Herald this month.  He said his goal is to do 

“journalism that we’re all really proud of” and promote 

its value to readers. He cited an interest in watchdog cov-

erage, shoe-leather journalism, data journalism and good 

writing. 

“Essex said he believes in ‘actively listening’ to the 

community to understand its ‘pain points’ and to find the 

issues that matter in people’s everyday lives. With the 

changes in the industry, he said the newspaper must de-

cide how it can bring value to the conversations happen-

ing in the community and help solve problems,” accord-

ing to an article in the Omaha World-Herald. 

His career has included senior management roles at the 

Des Moines Register, the Cincinnati Enquirer and the 

Detroit Free Press. 

He was the 2016 winner of the American Society of 

News Editors' Burl Osborne Editorial Leadership award 

for work on immigration. 

 Essex' career in news has been a seminar in America. 

He has led award-winning coverage of presidential poli-

tics in Iowa and Ohio; the auto industry and urban rebirth 

in Detroit; and immigration in Colorado. Randy led busi-

ness and other coverage at the Free Press from 2006-11, 

including the GM and Chrysler bankruptcies.  

Essex attended the University of Nebraska-Lincoln, 

where he worked at the Daily Nebraskan and obtained his 

journalism degree.  

Also, Essex is a bicyclist, runner, and baseball fan. 

Randy Essex, class of 1976 

Beatrice Public Schools All-Stars 

Randy Essex (right) spent his first week meeting with local and state 

leaders including Governor Pete Ricketts. 
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Beatrice Public Schools 
Board of Education 

Board of Education 

Meetings 

Feb. 10,  7 p.m. 

Board of Education Meeting 

Feb. 20, 6 p.m. 

Committee of the Whole Meeting 

High school instrumental music teacher 

Andrew Johnson was recognized as the 

December Employee of the Month. He 

received a plaque and $50 in Chamber 

Bucks. 

Sandi Hoffman, the Beatrice Educational 

Foundation president, along with other 

Foundation board members, presented 

Superintendent Jason Alexander with a 

check for $9,569 to use for technology 

needs in the district. 

  

 Negotiations Report 
Board member Janet Byars said the ne-

gotiations committee met for the second 

time on Dec. 4 and the process is continu-

ing. 

       

        Discussion 
Alexander summarized the proposed 

guidelines to Policy 5109. He said no addi-

tional changes were made since the first 

reading last month. 

 Action Items 
Approval was given to the 2020-21 

school calendar and to the lease proposal 

with Vivacity Tech Equipment Finance 

and TEQlease, Inc for $94,428 for the 

purchase of Chromebooks. 

 

   Administrator’s Report 
Brenda Hansel and elementary counse-

lor Jill Rice shared information on the 

Character Council at Stoddard Elemen-

tary. Members of this newly formed group 

were introduced and they shared some of 

their activities including; morning greet-

ings of students; helping out the school 

and community; preparing a skit at the 

Christmas movie; and giving up Wednes-

day lunch to talk about how to help out. 

  

Superintendent’s Report 
 Alexander informed the Board he has 

been in discussion with ESU#5 about the 

technology director position. The discus-

sions have been very favorable and are an 

effort to establish a working relationship 

that will allow us to save a significant sum 

of money and have them provide our tech-

nology and infrastructure and hardware 

needs. 

He then provided an update on the 

Trailblazer Conference explaining the su-

perintendents of the conference schools 

met and have plans to hold additional dis-

cussions with potential additional confer-

ence schools in the near future. 

He also said the date for the NASB 

Board Retreat covering the assessment tool 

will be scheduled for early January. 

 

 Next Meetings 
The next Board meeting will be on 

Feb. 10 at 7 p.m. at the Administration 

Building and the next Committee of the 

Whole meeting will be on Feb. 20 at 6 

p.m. at the Administration Building. 

Character Council introduced to board 

Character  Council students from Stoddard  Elementary were introduced and the purpose of the 

Council was explained at the December board meeting. 


